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The Examination Process

The Working Group discussed the problems caused by operating different methods of examination for the Masters by Research. In some cases the degree had been formally ratified by College Board of Examiners (which is usually for research degrees such as PhD) and in other cases the degree is ratified at the School Board of Examiners. 
The CPGSC approved the Group’s recommendation that for examination purposes, the MSc by Research should be aligned with the model for taught Masters.  
The impact is as follows:

· The MSc by Research should be examined internally, like taught masters, but externally *moderated*. 
· Two internal examiners should assess the dissertation; ideally, the supervisor should not act as an internal examiner but in cases where it is difficult to find suitably qualified examiners, supervisors may be appointed. 
· The external examiner's role would be to oversee the process of examination i.e. to maintain fair play and consistent marking.
A combined PGT and MScR Board could be run either by programme or by subject area but officially the taught and research sections would be separated with external examiners representing their respective section of the agenda.
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