1 Jul 11

NEW TIER 4 POLICY – EVIDENCE OF “PROGRESSION” IN CASs – GUIDANCE FOR PG CAS CREATORS
THE ISSUE

1. New Tier 4 regulations will come into effect from 4 July 2011,  as shown at:

a. Policy Guidance(valid from 4/7/11):

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/pbs/Tier4migrantguidance11.pdf
b. Sponsor Guidance (valid from 4/7/11):

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/employersandsponsors/pbsguidance/guidancefrom31mar09/sponsor-guidance-t4-040711.pdf?view=Binary
2. The International Office provided a summary of the impact of the changes for CASs on 17 Jun 11, and this is shown below.  UKCISA will also shortly be bringing out a Special Briefing about the immigration changes coming in on 4 July, which IO will circulate when it becomes available.

PRACTICAL IMPACT ON CAS CREATON FOR PG CAS CREATORS

3. New regs apply to CASs for applicants, not for continuing students seeking visa extensions.

4. Note that (a) Canada is still considered a majority English-speaking country,  but (b) it has been taken off the list of countries from which other non-English speaking nationals can claim an English "exemption" if their first degree is from Canada.  

5. We must show “academic progression” in the evidence field of all CASs created from 4 Jul onwards.  The following texts have been agreed with IO (in accordance with the requirements of the UKBA’s Sponsor Guidance paras 277-283),  and should be inserted manually into the "evidence" field of the VCR after whatever text is already in there (ie academic qualification and English competence statement).  The text should be the last thing to be copied into the "evidence field" before selecting "Mark VCRs as Ready" to ensure that the complete text in the evidence field appears in the CAS. 

	Scenario
	Situation
	Add Text to “Evidence”  field in EUCLID VCR:

	Scenario 1 – Offer maker chooses academic evidence from a previous course of study undertaken OUTSIDE the UK
	Not Applicable
	No need for additional text about academic progression



	Scenario 2 – Offer maker chooses academic evidence from a previous course of study undertaken INSIDE the UK
	Programme sought is at a level higher than the course previously accepted as evidence
	"The course sought represents academic progression from a previous course of study undertaken in the UK".



	Scenario 3 – Offer maker chooses academic evidence from a previous course of study undertaken INSIDE the UK
	Programme sought is at the same level as the course previously accepted as evidence
	"The course sought is complementary to the previous course of study undertaken in the UK".



	Scenario 3 – Offer maker chooses academic evidence from a previous course of study undertaken INSIDE the UK
	Programme sought is at a lower level  than the course previously accepted as evidence
	Seek advice from the International Office
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