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	Mark
	Grade
	Description

	%
	
	

	90-100

80-89

70-79
	A1

A2

A3
	An excellent performance, satisfactory for a distinction

	60-69
	B
	A very good performance

	50-59
	C
	A good performance, satisfactory for a masters degree

	40-49
	D
	A satisfactory performance for the diploma, but inadequate for a masters degree

	30-39
	E
	Marginal fail

	20-29
	F
	Clear fail

	10-19

0-9
	G

H
	Bad fail


GRADE DESCRIPTORS FOR THE POSTGRADUATE COMMON MARKING SCHEME
	Mark
	Description

	90-100% (A1)
	Fulfils all criteria for A2. In addition work has  exceptional insight and independent thought, and possibly publishable quality. Could change conventional understanding of the topic. 

	80-89% (A2)
	Outstanding work. Insight and depth of analysis beyond usual parameters. Sustained, fluent and authoritative argument. Comprehensive knowledge, and convincing command of the topic. Accurate and concise use of sources. 

	70-79% (A3)
	Focused, clear and well-structured work. Effectively and convincingly argued. Critical understanding of conflicting theories and evidence. Excellent presentation and referencing. 

	60-69% (B)
	Substantial knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and evidence relating to the topic. Answers the question fully. No significant errors of fact or interpretation. Good presentation and referencing.

	50-59% (C)
	Accurate knowledge of topic. Satisfactory interpretation and uses of sources and evidence. Some gaps in knowledge, or limited use of evidence. Overly descriptive. Possible confusion or lack of clarity. Writing, referencing and presentation satisfactory. 

	40-49% (D)
	Diploma-level performance. Some knowledge of the topic, and use of relevant sources.Likely to have significant deficiencies in argument, evidence or use of literature. Likely to contain factual errors. May fail to answer the question. Writing, referencing and presentation may be weak.

	30-39% (E)
	Fail. Flawed understanding of topic. Poor awareness of theory. Poor approach. Poor coverage of the topic.  Writing, referencing and presentation likely to be very weak. 

	20-29% (F)
	Fail. Seriously inadequate knowledge of the subject. Little awareness of relevant issues or theory. Major omissions and inaccuracies.

	10-19% (G)
	Fail. Short, unclear, factually inaccurate. Lack of understanding of key reading and academic concepts.

	0-9% (H)
	Fail. No academic merit. No indication that the course has been followed. 
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