MATRICULATION OF RESEARCH STUDENTS ON FIELD WORK – “ATTENDANCE CONFIRMED”

Normally, schools will “confirm attendance” at matriculation only when they have actually seen the student involved.  Although this works well for taught students, during PhD studies many research students will conduct approved field-work abroad for several months.  It is clearly unrealistic to insist that field-work students must come back to the university only to get a tick in the box before returning.  

The key aspect of confirming attendance is that we must be confident that the research student on field-work is engaged with us and his/her studies as expected
.  


Therefore attendance can be confirmed for research student on remote field-work on the following conditions:

· The field work has been officially authorised by the university. (This authorisation or “leave of absence” is formally requested by the student’s supervisor (using a “leave of absence” form) and authorised by the school or college). 

· The supervisor is content that at the time of matriculation the student is engaging adequately with his/her field-work studies.

· The supervisor is content that at the time of matriculation the student is maintaining adequate communication with the supervisor.

Research students on remote field-work who meet these conditions can have their attendance confirmed at the time of matriculation.
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