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6. PhD (by Research Publications) DRPS 2009/10 

6.1  Applicants who are graduates of the University of Edinburgh or who are current members of staff of the 
University of Edinburgh, or of one of the University's Associated Institutions, may, at the discretion of the 
College, be allowed to apply for the award of the degree of PhD (by Research Publications).  

6.2  Applicants must be either graduates of the University of Edinburgh of at least five years' standing; or 
members of staff of the University of Edinburgh or of an Associated Institution of not less than three 
years' standing. 

6.3  Applicants should have been active postgraduate researchers in their field of expertise for a minimum of 
five years before seeking permission to register for this degree, and they should not submit material 
published more than ten years prior to the date when they are given permission to register for the 
degree.  

6.4  Permission to register will not normally be granted to applicants who are in a position to submit for the 
PhD by dissertation or who already possess a PhD. 

6.5  Applicants must first apply to the appropriate College to seek approval for their candidature before they 
can submit their work for formal examination. At the same time as lodging their application, applicants 
will be expected to submit their published work and a 500-word synopsis outlining the extent, range, 
quality and coherence of their submission. 

6.6  When an applicant has notified a College of a desire to register for this degree, it will appoint a suitably 
qualified member of staff to advise it on whether there is a prima facie case for registration to be 
approved.  

6.7 On registration, an adviser will be appointed to advise the candidate on the selection, coherence and 
quality of the portfolio of research work to be submitted and on the nature of the accompanying abstract 
and critical review.  

6.8  The grounds for the award of PhD (by Research Publications) are 

 (a) The submission of a portfolio of published work judged satisfactory by the examiners and a 
satisfactory performance at an oral examination. 

 (b) The submitted portfolio of published research must add up to a substantial and coherent body of work 
which would have taken a diligent student the equivalent of three years of full-time study to accomplish, 
which makes a significant contribution to knowledge in or understanding of the candidate's field of study, 
and which is of a scholarly standard normally expected of a candidate who submits a PhD dissertation.  

 (c) The portfolio of published work must consist of either one or two books or at least six refereed journal 
articles or research papers, which are already in the public domain. The total submission, including the 
critical review (see the Research Degree Assessment Regulations) should not normally exceed 100,000 
words.  

 (d) Candidates must either be the sole author of the portfolio of published work or must be able to 
demonstrate in the critical review of the submitted work that they have made a major contribution to all of 
the work that has been produced by more than one author.  
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