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REPORT OF EXAMINER ON DISSERTATION (TAUGHT MASTERS DEGREES) OR DISSERTATION AND OTHER PRESENTED WORK (RESEARCH MASTERS DEGREES)

	Name of Candidate:


	Programme of Study:


	Title of Dissertation:





	Name of Examiner:




	Please return this report to:



	


	Date for Return:


__________________________________________________________________________________
Notes for Examiners

These notes should be read in conjunction with current PG Assessment Regulations.

The work of students undertaking master’s programmes is subject to the University’s Enhanced Common Marking Scheme.  The dissertation is a key component of the master’s degree, and it should demonstrate an advanced level of knowledge and understanding of the field of study and an ability to undertake research.  
Dissertations will be examined by at least 2 examiners, each completing one of these forms independently of the other wherever possible.  Whenever possible, this report should be completed without consultation amongst the examiners.  If you do find it necessary to consult, please indicate overleaf. The School or College Board of Examiners will reconcile the 2 reports to provide a composite grading to inform their final decision.

An examiner may judge that the work has reached the required standard for a pass (or even a pass with high marks) despite the existence of minor deficiencies.  In such cases a mark should be awarded for the quality of the work as it stands.  The Board of Examiners may determine that these specified minor deficiencies need, or need not, be corrected before the degree can be awarded and the student be permitted to graduate.  The original mark given for the dissertation will remain unaltered.

Examiners should note that Examiner Comments and Minor Amendment Requirements on Page 3 may be made available to the candidate (ie without the mark proposed and the examiners’ details). If examiners have any concerns about this they should contact the College Postgraduate Office.  
Please assess the dissertation as shown below and reported overleaf.  

Overall Assessment of the Dissertation Component 



Please give the dissertation a numerical percentage mark:           




  %
Please tick which of the following decisions you have reached. 


70% or above     An excellent performance, satisfactory for a Master’s degree with distinction


50-69%
 
A good performance satisfactory for a Master’s degree

40-49%
 
An inadequate performance for a Master’s degree

47-49%
 
*By minor revision the dissertation may be upgraded to 50% (ie to Master’s standard)

   Please itemise the necessary amendments at Section C overleaf

* If a candidate whose dissertation is referred for minor amendments (for a Master’s degree) does not undertake the required changes they will normally be awarded the Diploma

Candidate's Name:



















Matric Number:






Degree:

General Assessment:
A.  
Please answer the specific questions below (Yes/No/Not Applicable (NA)).

· Is it clear which parts of the work are the student’s own?



*YES/NO/NA

· Is any non-original work adequately referenced? 



*YES/NO/NA

· Is there enough of the student’s own work? 




*YES/NO/NA

· Does the work show enough engagement with the programme’s objectives?
*YES/NO/NA

· Does the candidate show an adequate knowledge of the field and its literature? 
*YES/NO/NA

· Does the work have defined objectives and a clear focus? 


*YES/NO/NA

· Is the work clearly structured? 






*YES/NO/NA

· Is the work indicative of an ability to undertake research? 


*YES/NO/NA

· Are the methods and arguments generally sound? 



*YES/NO/NA

· Is the presentation of the dissertation satisfactory?



*YES/NO/NA


*Please delete alternatives which do not apply.  Where it is not possible to give a definite response, please indicate this above and provide your reasons below.  Consider any programme-specific guidance provided.

Examiner’s Comments

B.  Please add on the following page (NOT HERE) a general explanation for your particular overall assessment mark for the dissertation, and if appropriate, also expand on the answers given above. These comments on Page 3 may be given to the candidate whilst ensuring examiner anonymity.


Minor Amendment Requirements
C.  If you have awarded a mark which indicates referred for minor amendments please itemise overleaf the changes you wish to see made (these can be continued on a separate sheet). These comments on Page 3 may be given to the candidate whilst ensuring examiner anonymity.

Examiner's signature: ________________________


Date: ___________________

For School/College Use - Reconciliation between the Examiners after both reports have been received independently
Reason for the reconciled mark, particularly if there is a significant difference between the Examiners’ marks: 

The reports of the dissertation examiners have been reconciled, and the following is the agreed combined assessment:


 Dissertation percentage mark:                   
%
* Satisfactory for a Master’s degree with distinction
* Satisfactory for a Master’s degree
* Inadequate for a Master’s degree

* By minor revision the work may be upgraded to Master’s standard
NAME: ________________________                        SIGNED:  ____________________________        DATE:  _________________

Candidate's Name:





             Degree:



Dissertation Examiner’s Comments, which may be communicated to the candidate


Minor Amendment Requirements, which may be communicated to the candidate
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